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March 6, 2012 
 
The Honorable Debbie Stabenow, Chairwoman 
U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
The Honorable Frank Lucas, Chairman 
U.S. House Committee on Agriculture 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
The Honorable Pat Roberts, Ranking Member 
U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
The Honorable Collin Peterson, Ranking Member 
U.S. House Committee on Agriculture 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
 
Dear Chairwoman Stabenow, Chairman Lucas, and Ranking Members Roberts and Peterson: 
 
As you begin work on the upcoming Farm Bill, we write to ask your help in streamlining the Forest 
Legacy program to both reduce costs and more fully realize its potential in protecting our nation’s 
private forestlands.  
 
The Importance of Forests 
Private forests play a critical role in sustaining our rural economies and providing essential ecosystem 
services. More than half of the United States’ entire freshwater supply originates from forests, and 
forest biomass is a potential renewable energy alternative to imported fossil fuels. Per dollar of 
investment, forests create more jobs than any other economic sector, and are the lifeblood of many  
rural communities. 
 
Despite the importance of these lands, however, their future is uncertain. The loss of private forestlands 
not only sacrifices crucial ecosystem services, but destroys the foundation of sustainable rural jobs, as 
well. With the United States projected to lose up to 75 million acres of forest over the next half century, 
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the conservation of these lands is paramount to protecting a resource that countless Americans depend 
upon for their jobs, livelihoods, and well-being. 
 
Strengthening Forest Legacy 
Forest Legacy helps states protect our vital forest resources by funding conservation easements on 
private forestlands. Easements provide a powerful tool for landowners and communities to conserve 
their working forestlands while keeping them in private ownership and on local tax rolls. Partnering 
with non-profit conservation organizations in holding easements can substantially reduce 
administrative burden for state implementing agencies, and improve overall program efficiency. 
 
While analogous agricultural land conservation programs, such as the Farm and Ranch Lands 
Protection program, already take advantage of the substantial cost-savings partnering can afford, 
Forest Legacy currently does not allow state lead agencies to partner with non-profits. As a result, state 
agencies must find room in already overextended budgets for the ongoing stewardship and monitoring 
responsibilities that come with holding an easement. This places undue administrative burden on state 
agencies, and can prevent important conservation projects from moving forward.  
 
Simply allowing state lead agencies the option of partnering with qualified non-profits to hold 
conservation easements funded through Forest Legacy would overcome this unnecessary but 
substantial obstacle to land conservation. 
 
This new federal flexibility would strengthen Forest Legacy by: 
 

• Facilitating co-investment from states, local governments, and private funding sources to better 
leverage Forest Legacy funds; 

• Minimizing long-term monitoring and stewardship costs by partnering with community-based 
groups capable of generating ongoing local support; 

• Fostering the development of landscape-scale conservation by promoting public/private 
partnerships across multiple jurisdictions; and 

• Enabling the development of large-scale projects through the combination of multiple 
conservation tools, such as easements, acquisitions, and tax incentives. 

 
Saving Money and Saving Forests 
In this time of fiscal constraint, finding ways to reduce agency costs and sustain rural economies is 
critical. By allowing state lead agencies to partner with non-profit organizations on the Forest Legacy 
program, we have a unique opportunity to do just that. As you begin work on the upcoming Farm Bill, 
we urge your support for this important improvement to Forest Legacy. We look forward to working 
together to both save money and strengthen this important tool for rural communities and 
conservation. 
Sincerely,
Alabama Land Trust 
Appalachian Mountain Club 
Bitter Root Land Trust 
Chattowah Open Land Trust 
California Department of     
   Forestry & Fire Protection 
California Forestry Association 
The Collins Companies 
Colorado Conservation Trust 
Columbia Land Trust 
Conservation Forestry, LLC 
Conservation Northwest 
Forest Guild 
The Forestland Group, LLC 
Gallatin Valley Land Trust 
Georgia Land Trust 
Hancock Timber  
   Resource Group 

Humboldt Redwood Company 
Iowa Natural Heritage 
   Foundation 
Land Trust Alliance 
Land Trust of Arkansas 
The Lyme Timber Co. 
Mendocino Redwood Company 
National Alliance of  
   Forest Owners 
National Woodland Owners 
   Association 
Northland Forest Products 
Northwest Connections 
Northwest Natural  
   Resource Group 
Pacific Forest Trust 
Peconic Land Trust 
 

Pennsylvania Land Trust 
   Association 
Port Blakely Companies 
Potlatch 
Prickly Pear Land Trust 
Roseburg Forest Products 
Sedgwick Land Company 
Serenity Forests, LLC 
Society for the Protection of 
   New Hampshire Forests 
Vermont Land Trust 
Washington Environmental 
   Council 
Western Pennsylvania  
   Conservancy 


