
 
 
 
 
 
September 24, 2012 
 
Subject: Oppose House Bill 2224 as presently drafted 
 
Dear Senator: 
 
For more than 200 years, Pennsylvanians have relied on local parks.  People have made decisions 
on where to live and work based on proximity to parks, which they see as stable, reliable places of 
comfort, rest and assurance in their everyday lives. People expect that their parks will endure.  
This expectation is grounded in centuries of common law 
 
HB 2224 presents a fundamental and disastrous change to the law that undermines the 
public’s expectations. It allows a local governing body to abandon long-standing decisions 
and commitments regarding parks that have shaped a community.  The legislation provides 
that, notwithstanding the support of governing bodies for years, decades, or even centuries, the 
present body can undo a park (and all the work that went into creating it) in a single vote.   
 
HB 2224 repeals a large portion of the Donated or Dedicated Property Act. It also repeals the 
centuries-old public trust doctrine as it applies to parks. In this gross overreach, the bill eliminates 
any need for the present governing body to justify its decision to sell parkland. Unless the land 
happened to be acquired in a very specific way, the governing body has free rein to sell for a 
good reason, a bad one or no reason at all.  
 
HB 2224 says that parkland acquired by donation should be treated more respectfully than lands 
purchased for a dollar, 50 cents the on dollar or for fair market value. Why would the public 
have less interest in the land because their tax dollars were used than because a generous 
landowner donated the land? Why, for that matter, would the public have less interest in seeing 
parkland remain parkland just because it was acquired through condemnation? The method of 
creation has no bearing on the public's enjoyment and love of these places.  
 
The Association supports making improvements to the process by which local governments seek 
to dispose of properties that don’t serve a public purpose, but HB 2224 discards long-established 
principles and sensible safeguards that shield valued public lands from political whims and 
shortsighted decision-making. The Association opposes the legislation as currently 
drafted but welcomes an opportunity to work with the General Assembly and HB 
2224 proponents to make appropriately considered changes to the bill.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Andrew M. Loza 
Executive Director 
 

The Pennsylvania Land Trust Association is made up of 75 dues-paying, voting conservation 
organizations that in turn count more than 120,000 Pennsylvanians as contributors and members. 


