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Dear Senator: 

I am writing today on behalf of the Pennsylvania Growing Greener Coalition to urge you to please 
refrain from voting on House Bill 2224. 

As it stands now, House Bill 2224 will allow counties and municipalities to easily sell an unknown, 
but potentially significant, number of longtime parks and public greenspaces that people have 
trusted would always be there for their benefit. Many of these spaces – especially the older ones – 
may not have recorded deed restrictions or conservation easements for a variety of reasons.  

At present, Pennsylvania law requires local governments to apply to Orphan’s Court in order to sell 
a park or greenspace that the local government has deemed to have no public benefit.  This process 
is fair and balanced. 

Depending on how the land was acquired, House Bill 2224 may strip protections for parkland sold 
to local government for a dollar or more, putting many of our parks and greenspaces at risk of being 
converted to cash – erasing years of public benefit in exchange for a short-term financial fix. 

The Pennsylvania Growing Greener Coalition understands the desire to improve the current process 
local governments must follow to dispose of public properties that no longer serve the public good. 
However, House Bill 2224 greatly oversteps this goal.  

Handing local governing boards unconstrained power to undo years and decades of decisions and 
commitments by previous boards is poor public policy. Although officials can be held accountable 
in the next election, a sold park cannot be resurrected. 

As a compromise, the Pennsylvania Growing Greener Coalition is advocating to amend the bill to 
ensure the public has a voice in the process by requiring local governments to provide for a 
referendum on any sale of parks, trails, farmland or open space.  

A referendum is a simple and democratic device to determine whether the public land is viewed by 
the community as serving a public purpose. If court protections are to be eliminated, this seems a 
reasonable check on shortsighted and irreversible decision-making. 

Please do not rush your vote on House Bill 2224.  Instead, please allow the necessary time to ensure 
that the bill meets the needs of local government, while also protecting the parks and greenspaces 
our communities value.  

Thank you.  

Sincerely,  

Andrew Heath 

 


