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PENNSYLVANIANS TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY: DO NOT VIOLATE PUBLIC TRUST  
Opposition to Parks-for-Cash Bill Continues to Grow  

 

HARRISBURG, PA. – Opposition to House Bill 2224 continues to grow as Pennsylvanians learn about it. The bill 
eliminates long-standing rules that protect many local parks. If the parkland was not acquired in certain specified 
ways, the bill allows local and county governments to sell the park on a political whim or for easy cash. Here’s a 
sampling of what Pennsylvanians are saying:  
 

• “This bill seriously compromises the public trust and endangers Philadelphia's parkland, which serves as 
backyards, front yards and living rooms for so many Philadelphians.” – Lauren Bornfriend, executive 
director of the Philadelphia Parks Alliance 

 
• “What I find truly unacceptable is that this legislation creates shortcuts that would make it far too 

easy for a municipality to disregard the well-intended wishes of an individual or family.” – David 
Fawcett, former Allegheny County Councilman 

 
• “HB2224 opens a Pandora's box of trust issues among land owners and philanthropically focused 

individuals that I believe our legislative leaders have not fully considered. We are kidding ourselves into 
thinking that this is legislation does anything but bypass the intent of land donors and breaches the public 
trust.”  – Bruce Bonner, Paradise Township (Monroe County) Landowner 

 
• “What concerns me most about HB2224 is the removal of the commonsense checks and balances that 

currently exist, including court oversight.  Not to say municipalities cannot sell land for a particular 
reason, but it is a mistake to remove the checks and balances that exist today.  Removing the process that 
has been in place for decades is really what troubles me.” – Matt Glennon, former Plainfield Township 
(Northampton County) Supervisor 

 
• “Protecting Lansdale Borough's park system is a high priority. We do not favor the ability for borough 

council to easily parcel out our open space for whatever whim or purpose. Our committee is working hard 
to protect our open space and parks, which are a great amenity to our residents and visitors and a big 
draw for our community."  – Mary Fuller, Lansdale Borough (Montgomery County) Councilwoman and 
Chair of the Borough Parks & Recreation Committee 

 
• “More than ever, children are out of touch with their natural world. Public parks are places where families 

can connect with nature and develop a lifelong appreciation for the animals, birds and plants that live 
there. Public land should be held in trust for future generations and not be sold without due process. 
HB2224 makes it too easy to remove public land for short-term budget solutions. This bill is an affront to 
our common ideals and values, and should not be passed.” – Greg Nace, President, Pittsburgh Botanic 
Garden 

 
• “In 2008, Buckingham Township residents voted 82 percent to protect our farms, natural areas and parks. 

As elected officials, it is our responsibility to honor those wishes in perpetuity.” – Maggie Rash, Vice 
Chairman, Buckingham Township Board of Supervisors (Bucks County)  

 
For more information about the House Bill 2224 – also known as the parks for cash bill – visit 
www.conservationadvocate.org.  
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