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Land grab: Pending House bill could make way for
quick sale of parks and other areas
Published: Thursday, October 11, 2012, 1:05 AM     Updated: Thursday, October 11, 2012, 1:05 AM

Need more proof that state lawmakers
don’t actually read legislation before
they vote on it? Look no further than
House Bill 2224.

It’s the so-called “cash for parks” bill
that passed the House by a whopping
197-0 and is now on the fast track in
the state Senate.

Republicans and Democrats were
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MARCUS SCHNECK, The Patriot-News

Legislation could put a "for sale" sign on parks and public spaces.

jumping onboard as co-sponsors. The
bill was marketed as a common-sense
measure to correct a specific problem
in Chester County.

Funny how different HB 2224 looks when people read it.

The bill has the potential to decimate local parks — not just in Chester County, but across the
state.

It gives local government officials the ability to sell a park by a mere majority vote.

Is this really what our state lawmakers want? Quick sales of parks and public lands to plug
short-term budget holes or pander to local developers?

There are legitimate reasons to dispose of public spaces, even park land. Communities change
and evolve and sometimes land is no longer used as it was intended.

But there is already a process in place for local governments to sell land. It is controlled by the
Donated and Dedicated Property Act and has been working just fine since 1959.

The process is simple: A municipality makes its case to the county Orphans Court, which rules if
land can be sold.

HB 2224 would uproot that entirely. As the League of Women Voters rightly asks in its memo to
lawmakers: “What is the rationale to amend this act that appears to have worked for more than a
half-century?”

This bill appears to be motivated by a private developer that wanted a specific piece of public
land.

Progressive Housing Ventures has been trying for years to acquire part of Kardon Park in East
Caln Twp. in Chester County. It’s a complex case and clearly someone wants to move faster than
the courts are going.

Some even refer to the bill as the “Kardon Park Bill.” But the impact of this bill is statewide.

Proponents of the legislation also argue that cash-strapped local governments need money, and
they should be able to sell assets. Look at Harrisburg. It’s selling its incinerator and leasing its
parking garages to pay off debt.

But public parks are different. Some of the most desirable homes in America are by Central Park
in New York City because people enjoy open space and they value it.

Taking away the basic court oversight could make selling public lands a free-for-all. That’s exactly
what Pennsylvania should not be doing as it tries to attract educated professionals to move here.

Furthermore, the Legislature has no clear answer on how many parks or public spaces would be
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impacted. Is it hundreds? Thousands? Hundreds of thousands?

All the deeds for parks and public spaces would have to be examined to determine how big the
reach of HB 2224 is.

An amendment to the bill would keep donated lands protected. But what about the rest? And
some lands were donated for a dollar or other small payment, which means they would not be
protected under the current bill.

The bottom line is HB 2224 has huge unintended consequences. It is not a “quick fix” to a little
problem in Chester County. It is a bill that could essentially put a “for sale” sign on many parks
and public spaces in Pennsylvania.

The Senate should stop this bill.
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I'm not going to say I told you so but have been warning about exactly this since
2008. 
 
This whole concept of giving a few crooked politicians the right to sell off our public
property to a few of their cronies is an outrage.  
 
Lets go back to the beginning when a wealthy minority of overly represented
greedsters on CNBC and Wall Street deliberately played a huge part in creating the
housing bubble and subsequent debacle that sank our economy. Their actions
increased our debt and played a big part in local governments now wanting to sell off
public assets cheaply to the same greedy NYC thieves who created the debacle.
Remember the financier that wants the Harrisburg Parking concession? He wins and
tens of thousands of Harrisburg residents and others lose. This is how it works and
what the USA is being turned into.  
 
The problem is our politicians work for them as do the media and as does Wall St and
they have their face on the media daily telling us their view on how we should think
and vote. The result is such bills are passed for the benefit of this tiny few while most
Americans will have their public assets stolen from under them just as the Russian
oligarchs and their crony politicians stole assets from their public.  
 
It is important that Americans wise up and vote in only leaders that represent their
own interests and tribe, instead of the minority view and policies that typically
benefit not most Americans but another country.  
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5 Days Ago (http://pennlive.com/editorials/index.ssf/2012/10

Let's change the law to call for a local referendum on selling state or
locally owned open space. With either a primary election or a general
election always only a few months away, doing this would not be that
difficult. 
 
1. The local officials should have a public vote approving the sale. 
2. Place approval of the sale on the ballot. 
3. Require both internet and local print media notice of the measure. 
4. Require a 2/3rd majority of those voting in the election voting in the
affirmative to approve the sale.
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The fundamentals of America's inept and ignorant partisan two party plutocracy are: 
 
A) Your prejudices get you votes 
 
B) Businesses and corporations provide the money that enable you to campaign on
your prejudices 
 
So votes go to a park. Some of those votes may share your prejudices some may not
but any business or corporation you help sell the park to will provide you with the
campaign funds that enable you to broadcast your prejudices to way more voters
than go to that park. 
 
These are the fundamentals of what Americas call a Democracy, P-N should know
this.  
 
Your most exceptional Supreme Court made it clear that corporations have the right
to free speech. How to do corporations speak? Through money. How do the inept
sluts in government get corporations to speak in their favor? By enabling
corporations to profit from government actions. 
 
Fundamentals of America's Exceptional Government 101 
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Without money, Obama's words are but 'nothing' in the forest. You think
his money doesn't come from lib corp types? Guess again.
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Cash 4 clunkers forced struggling middle class workers to subsidize high
priced cars for upper class and wealthy people. Robin Hood car selling at
its finest.  

(http:
//con
nect.
pennl

(ht
tp:

(http:
//con
nect.
pennl

(ht
tp:

Land grab: Pending House bill could make way for quick sale o... http://www.pennlive.com/editorials/index.ssf/2012/10/land_gra...

5 of 10 10/17/12 11:10 AM



5 Days Ago (http://pennlive.com/editorials/index.ssf/2012/10
/land_grab_pending_house_bill_c.html/post/2012-10-12
/1350034504-515-764.html)

Reply

 
It was made worse by destroying the used cars. This was an
unconscionable waste of scare natural resources. Worse yet, it drove up
the cost of used cars frequently purchased by lower class and middle
class folks. http://blogs.cars.com/kickingtires/2011/10/cash-fo...
(http://blogs.cars.com/kickingtires/2011/10/cash-for-clunkers-
two-years-later.html) 
 
Unbelievably stupid government policy.
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